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Jesus came to show us the “Kingdom” not to die for our sins!

Progressive Christians believe that Jesus came to manifest the Kingdom. That is to reveal
the Sacred in our every day life. For far too long we have been obsessed about Jesus’ death
being a payment to a wrathful god for the insult of human sin.

The gospels have Jesus mention the Kingdom 106 times; there are very few allusions, and
they are only allusions, to Jesus dying for our sins.

Admittedly St Paul and other New Testament writers understand Jesus’ death as replacing
the temple sacrifice, and that is understandable given their context. However there is no
necessity for us to understand the death of Jesus in this way.

Why did Jesus have to die? For him to do anything else would have required him to
compromise with violence rather than absorb it.

Sometimes Kingdom moments can feel a little bit like dying because it normally involves
giving something of ourselves up for the good of another. But when this happens, that very
part of us finds “salvation” or healing.

The Kingdom is bigger than the church, bigger than Christianity, it must be. There are
Kingdom people who are Buddhists, Muslims, Jews, Hindus and atheists. You don’t have to
be a Christian to be a Kingdom person, but you do have to be a Kingdom person to be a
Christian.

Fr Rod
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